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Expenditures per Student FTE   
4-year, Public Institutions

PEPB Peer             
States 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05

Colorado $8,427 $8,142 $8,116 $8,214
Idaho 11,080 10,524 10,647 11,433
Minnesota 13,570 13,535 13,334 13,169
Montana 8,306 8,745 9,151 9,570
North Dakota 9,453 9,670 9,697 11,000
Oregon 11,889 11,733 11,925 12,484
South Dakota 8,569 8,739 8,981 9,630
Utah 9,660 9,314 10,047 10,626
Washington 13,432 13,361 13,308 13,940
Wyoming 13,464 14,555 14,979 15,375
PEPB States (avg.) $10,785 $10,832 $11,018 $11,510
source: IPEDS Finance Survey
Note: Revenue represents funds derived from state and local appropriations, as well as tuition and fees.  2004-05 data for CO & WY were not available on 5/4/06, as a result, 
they are estimates based on the 2005 SHEEO SHEF report and 3-year weighted averages.

Expenditures Per Student FTE, 2004-05 
4-year, Public Institutions
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source: U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Dept. Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, US Dept. of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, SHEEO 

Cumulative Percent Change, 1992 - 2005
Economic Growth Indicators
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Note:  MT peer states include: Colorado, Idaho, Minnesota, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming; data represent average funding per capita 
source: State Higher Education Executive Officers, State Higher Education Finance Report

State and Local Government Support for Higher Education 
Per Capita, FY 2005
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Note:  MT peer states include: Colorado, Idaho, Minnesota, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming; data represent average funding per $1000 of personal income
source: State Higher Education Executive Officers, State Higher Education Finance Report

State & Local Government Support for Higher Education  
Per $1000 of Personal Income, FY 2005
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Notes:

1) The above chart represents public, two and four-year degree granting institutions; MT represents all University of Montana and Montana State University campuses.
2) Educational Unit Funding  consists of aggregated state appropriations, tuition & fees, and other revenues (i.e. federal Title IV grants, investment income) for each states' campuses.  
3) MT peer states include: Colorado, Idaho, Minnesota, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming. 

4) Source for all data: Montana University System Administration, IPEDS

Share of Educational Unit Funding Provided 
Through State Appropriations (Public Institutions), 2003-04
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             MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM
    ANALYSIS OF CAMPUS EXPENDITURES, STATE FUNDING, AND TUITION

Fiscal 2004-2007

The following table is provided to show the trends and mathematical relationship between expenditures per student, state
funding per resident student, and the tuition per resident student that is required to make up the difference between
expenditures and State funding support.  

     Fiscal Year Ended June 30,
FY2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007

EXPENDITURES PER STUDENT:
Total Campus Expenditures (Current Unrestricted) (1) 278,864,438$     289,550,635$     315,553,399$     334,287,916$     
Total Student FTE 33,183                32,762                33,561                33,857                
Expenditures per Student FTE 8,404                  8,838                  9,402                  9,874                  
Biennial Average 8,621$               9,638$               

STATE FUNDING PER RESIDENT STUDENT:
Total State Funds (Current Unrestricted) (2) 118,523,857$     113,594,232$     124,780,005$     126,231,060$     
Resident Student FTE (3) 27,793                27,277                27,907                28,135                
State Funds per Resident Student FTE (4) 4,264                  4,164                  4,471                  4,487                  
Biennial Average 4,214$               4,479$               

REQUIRED TUITION PER RESIDENT STUDENT:
Expenditures per Student FTE 8,404$                8,838$                9,402$                9,874$                
Less: State Funds per Resident Student FTE 4,264                4,164                4,471                 4,487                 
Equals: Required Tuition per Resident Student FTE 4,139                  4,674                  4,931                  5,387                  
Biennial Average 4,406$               5,159$               

Annual Percentage Growth--FY 2004-FY 2007 (5):
   Expenditures per Student FTE 5.52%
   State Funds per Resident Student FTE 3.09%
   Required Tuition per Resident Student FTE 8.20%

       (1) Fiscal 2006 and fiscal 2007 figures are budgeted amounts. 

      (2) Current unrestricted funds for the educational units from the State general fund and the six mill levy.  These are the 
          State funds that are available to cover campus operating expenditures for educational purposes, and therefore available 
          to offset tuition (as distinct from State funds committed to buildings, equipment, research, or other restricted or 
          designated purposes)

       (3) Including two thirds of WUE students, which are also supported by State funds (with the 2/3 factor reflective of the 
           fact that WUE students pay 1.5 times resident tuition).

      (4) As compared to State funds per resident student FTE in 1992 of $4,487.

      (5) Percentage growth in expenditures per student calculated using compound annual growth rate over three year period 
         from 2004 to 2007. Percentage growth in State funds per resident student and the required tuition per resident student  
         calculated using compound annual growth rate of the biennial averages over the two year period, to avoid the impact of 
         annual variations in the allocation of State funds to a particular year within the biennium.



 
Transferability 

Data 



















 



  

Montana University System 
 

TTrraannssffeerr  ––  SSttuuddeenntt  MMoobbii ll ii ttyy  
 
 
  MEASURE      Percent of first‐time, freshmen enrolling in more than one 

institution throughout their education 
 

MUS Student Mobility
Percent of first-time freshmen who entered the MUS in Fall 2001 and enrolled 

in more than one institution by the end of Spring 2006 

6,201

19% 
1,202

15%
931

0

7000

 Source: System Data Warehouse 
  *students enrolling in institutions outside MUS and then returning to MUS 
 
 

 By Spring 2006, 34 percent of students enrolling as first-time freshmen in 
Fall 2001 had attended more than one institution. 

 
 19 percent of students enrolled in multiple institutions within the MUS, while 

15% enrolled in at least one institution outside of the MUS before returning 
to the System for continued enrollment.   

 
 

Student Mobility by Entering Institution Type 
 

First-time Freshmen Entering the MUS in Fall 2001 by Institution Type 
Student Mobility Tracking – Fall 2001 through Spring 2006 

 

Enrolled in one 
institution only

Enrolled in multiple 
institutions within 

MUS

Enrolled in at least 
one institution 

outside the MUS*

# 5,196 3,355 964 877
% 100% 65% 19% 17%

# 1,005 713 238 54
% 100% 71% 24% 5%

2-year MUS 
Institutions

Type of Entering 
Institution 

First-time 
Freshmen 
Fall 2001

Fall 2001 to Spring 2006 Enrollment

4-year MUS 
Institutions

 
*students enrolling in institutions outside MUS and then returning to MUS 
 

 A slightly higher percentage of students entering 2-year institutions (24%) 
enrolled in multiple locations within the MUS as compared to those entering 
4-year institutions (19%).  

 
 17% of students entering 4-year institutions enrolled in at least one institution 

outside of the MUS and returned to the System in a subsequent semester, 
compared to 5% of the students entering 2-year institutions. 

 
Student Mobility 

 
(def.) the movement of 
students between multiple 
institutions in higher 
education.  This research 
focuses on an entering 
cohort of “new” students 
and follows their paths as 
they move throughout 
higher education, formally 
transferring, co-enrolling, 
and dropping in and out of 
the Montana University 
System.    
 
National Trends: 
A nationwide study 
conducted by the National 
Center for Education 
Statistics recently reported 
that 40 percent of students 
enrolled in postsecondary 
education will attend more 
than institution at some 
point throughout their 
schooling. 
 
Based on MUS student 
mobility research on the 
Fall 2001 entering cohort, 
the MUS mobility rate 
(34%) is comparable to the 
national rate (40%). It 
should be noted that the 
MUS mobility rate doesn’t 
include students entering the 
MUS and then leaving the 
System (without returning) 
to pursue their education 
elsewhere. 
 
Nationally, students 
attending 2-year institutions 
are more likely to enroll in 
multiple locations.  
Conversely, in the MUS 
35% of the students entering 
4-year colleges attended 
more than one institution 
compared to 29% at that the 
2-year colleges. 
 
 

Fall 2001 first-
time freshmen   

in MUS 

Enrolled in multiple 
institutions           
(Fall 01 - Spr 06) 

Enrolled in one 
institution only 

Enrolled in 
multiple 

institutions 
within MUS only 

Enrolled in at 
least one 
institution 

outside MUS* 

Breakdown of the 34% 
enrolling in multiple 

institutions: 

34%
 

2,133 
 

66%
 

4,068 
 

Student Mobility 
Fall 01 – Spr 06 

Note: Due to data warehouse limitations in 
this research, FVCC, DCC, & MCC are 
not included in MUS statistics. 
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TTrraannssffeerr  ––  22--yyeeaarr  TTrraannssiitt iioonn  
 
 
  MEASURE      Percent of students earning “transfer” associate degrees who 

continue enrollment in the MUS after receiving a degree. 
 

Continuation Rate of 2-year Degree Completers
Percent of Associate of Arts and Associate of Science Degree Completers Continuing 

Enrollment After Receiving a Degree (enrollment occuring through Spring 2006)
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46% 43%
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2001-02 Graduates 2002-03 Graduates 2003-04 Graduates

Same MUS Institution* New MUS Instiution

  

Continuing at     
New Institution

Continuing at 
Same Institution Total

2001-02 Graduates 142 15 38 53
2002-03 Graduates 192 34 53 87
2003-04 Graduates 203 16 72 88

# Continuing in the MUS (thru Spr. 2006)

Graduating                
Class

# of Graduates 
(AA & AS 

Recipients)

 
 

source: System Data Warehouse 
Note: Due to data warehouse limitations in this research, FVCC, DCC, & MCC are not included in MUS statistics. 
*generally MSU-Northern/UM-Western 2-year degree recipients continuing for 4-year degrees 

 
 Between 38 and 46 percent of students earning Associate of Arts and 

Associate of Science degrees continued to further their education in the 
MUS. (i.e. enrolled in at least one semester after graduating) 

 
 The majority of students continuing their education after receiving an 

associate’s degree re-enrolled at the same institution where they earned   
their degree. 

 
Semester Snapshot 

 
Enrollment of students in 4-year institutions that had once enrolled                             

at a “stand alone” 2-year institution, Fall 2002 – Fall 2005  
 
2-year Institutions Fall 2002 Fall 2003 Fall 2004 Fall 2005

Dawson Community College 146 158 155 143
Flathead Valley Comm College 504 540 572 558
Miles Community College 190 202 202 220
MSU Great Falls - COT 213 236 250 279
UM Helena - COT 102 108 125 136
Total 1,155 1,244 1,304 1,336  

source: System Data Warehouse 
 

 The number of students enrolled at 4-year institutions that had once taken 
classes at a “stand alone” 2-year institution has steadily increased since Fall 
2002. 

 
2-year Transition 

 
The Montana University 
System is committed to 
providing seamless 
transfer for students who 
begin their education in a 
2-year program or college 
and choose to continue on 
in pursuit of a 4-year 
degree.  Measuring the 
continuation rate of 2-year 
“transfer” degree 
completers is one method 
of gauging the degree to 
which MUS students 
transfer from 2 to 4 year 
institutions.  
 
Nationwide, 63% of 
students entering college at 
2-year institutions report 
transfer as their primary 
educational goal.  The 
educational intent of 
students attending colleges 
of technology (COT’s) in 
Montana does not reflect 
trends found in 2-year 
institutions nationwide. 
Over 80% of the degrees 
conferred at MUS COT’s 
are associate of applied 
science degrees designed 
to prepare students for 
entering into specific 
occupations in the 
workforce. 
 
In Fall 2005, more than 
16,000 students or 45% of 
the total enrollment 
system-wide was identified 
as having enrolled in 
multiple post secondary 
institutions.  Students who 
had once enrolled in a 
MUS “stand alone” 2-year 
institution comprised 8% 
(1,336 students) of this 
population.  
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TTrraannssffeerr  ––                                        
PPeerrssiisstteennccee  &&  AAttttaaiinnmmeenntt  

 
  MEASURE      Percent of MUS Transfer Students who are still enrolled 

and/or have earned a degree five years after entering the MUS.    
 

 
 

 
Persistence & 
Attainment 

 
Does attending more than 
one institution during the 
course of undergraduate 
enrollment negatively 
affect student persistence 
and degree attainment? 
 
A recent study conducted 
by the National Center for 
Education Statistics found 
that baccalaureate degree 
seeking students who 
attended more than one 
institution took longer to 
graduate.  However, the 
study concluded that 
multi-institutional 
attendance did not affect 
persistence rates (i.e. % of 
students returning with each 
advancing semester.) 
 
Five years after entering 
the MUS, a higher 
percentage of students 
enrolling in more than one 
institution were either still 
enrolled or had earned a 
degree within the MUS 
than students enrolling in 
only one MUS institution. 
 
Before any conclusions 
can be drawn, it is clear 
that more research must be 
conducted, including: 
1) Tracking of non-

returning students 
outside of the MUS;  

2) Analyzing persistence 
and attainment rates 
for several different 
years of entering 
cohorts; and  

3) Continuing trend 
analysis over a longer 
period (i.e. 5 & 6-year 
graduation rates). 

 

 Of the students enrolling in multiple institutions within the MUS (i.e. MUS 
transfer students), 69 percent were either still enrolled or had earned a 
degree in the MUS by the beginning of the spring 2006 semester.  

 
 48 percent of non-transfer students were either still enrolled or had earned a 

degree in the MUS by the beginning of the spring 2006 semester.   
 

*Data Caveat: students no longer enrolled in the MUS may have enrolled in a 
college or university outside of the MUS, thus skewing persistence and 
attainment rates. Future research will track these students using the National 
Student Clearinghouse.  

 

  

MUS Transfer 
Students    

= 964 (19%)
=  

First-time MUS =  
Freshmen
= 5,196

 

Non-Transfer
Students

= 4,232 (81%)  

=  

=  

No Longer Enrolled        
in MUS

Fall 2001

students who have 
enrolled in more than 
one MUS institution

students entering      
4-year institutions      
in Fall 2001

= 668 (69%)

= 2,049 (48%)

No longer enrolled in higher ed.

    Enrolled outside the MUS*

No longer enrolled in higher ed.

Still Enrolled or Earned 
Degree in MUS

= 296 (31%)

Still Enrolled or Earned 
Degree in MUS

    Enrolled outside the MUS*

= 2,183 (52%)

students who have 
enrolled in only one 

MUS institution  

By the Beginning of     
Spring 2006

No Longer Enrolled        
in MUS
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