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Topics/Questions
× High School Student Population
Á What does the High School population look like?
Á High school enrollment demographics, grad rates, test scores?  
Á How does MT compare to regional & national statistics?

× College Continuation
Á Who is college bound and where are they going?
Á In-ǎǘŀǘŜ ǾǎΦ ƻǳǘǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǾǎΦ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΣ ŜǘŎΧΚ

× Retention, Transfer, & Completion  
Á Retention & transfer rates, 2yr vs. 4yr colleges?
Á Impact of the Bakken on student, education, and statistics?

× Student Financial Aid
Á Future of MT financial investment/financial aid/student loans?
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High School Student Population
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source: WICHE, Knocking at the College Door: Projections of High School Graduates

Montana, as well as the entire nation, will experience a modest decline in the production of high school 
graduates due to a reduction in births following theBaby Boom Echo (WICHE).   Beginning in 1991 the 
number of live births in the US declined slightly and remained lower for about 10years.

Projected
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High School Student Population
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High School Student Population
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source: OPI, GEMS System, http://gems.opi.mt.gov

Collaborative grant with OPI and OCHE to link K-12 and high education data systems 
will provide detailed college readiness information.

GEMSςdata system located at the Office of Public Instruction (OPI) contains K-12 
enrollment, assessment, and graduation information. http:// gems.opi.mt.gov

http://gems.opi.mt.gov/
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High School Student Population

Public High School Graduation Rates 
source: NCES Common Core Data 2009, www.higheredinfo.org

http://www.higheredinfo.org/
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High School Student Population
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College Readiness of MT High School Students, 2012
% of ACT Tested Meeting ACT College Readiness Benchmarks

Source: ACT, http://www.act.org

Montana Nation

In 2012, approximately 6,000 out of 10,000 high school graduates in Montana took the 
ACT.  This chart displays the percentage of 2012 Montana high school graduates meeting 
college readiness benchmarks in comparison to national averages.

ACT = 18 21 22 24
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College Continuation
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% of high school graduates attending college immediately following graduation

Source: NCES, IPEDS Fall Enrollment
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CollegeContinuation

Location of                  

Enrollment
1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010

MUS (including CC's) 35% 35% 36% 35% 35% 37% 38% 38% 41%

MT Private or Tribal 

College
4% 4% 5% 3% 4% 5% 5% 5% 7%

Out-of-State 16% 16% 15% 16% 16% 15% 14% 13% 12%

MT Continuation Rate -  

% enrolling in College
55% 55% 57% 54% 55% 58% 58% 57% 61%

Montana College Continuation Rate
Percentage of Montana High School Graduates Enrolling in College in the Fall Semester Immediately Following Graduation

Source: NCES, IPEDS Fall Enrollment
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College Continuation

MT College Continuation ςWhere do they go?  Top 40
# of high school graduates attending college immediately following graduation  

Source: NCES, IPEDS Fall Enrollment

Rank Institution Name State # Enrolled

1 Montana State University MT 1262

2 The University of Montana (includes Missoula College) MT 1186

3 Montana State University-Billings MT 387

4 City College MSUB MT 233

5 Flathead Valley Community College MT 199

6 Montana Tech  MT 197

7 Montana State University-Northern MT 182

8 The University of Montana-Western MT 154

9 Carroll College MT 148

10 Rocky Mountain College MT 143

11 Salish Kootenai College MT 134

12 Great Falls College MSU MT 129

13 Helena College UM MT 122

14 Dawson Community College MT 95

15 Miles Community College MT 92

16 Northwest College WY 84

17 University of Great Falls MT 59

18 Blackfeet Community College MT 55

19 Highlands College of MT Tech MT 51

20 Fort Peck Community College MT 49
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College Continuation

MT College Continuation ςWhere do they go?  Top 40  
# of high school graduates attending college immediately following graduation  

Source: NCES, IPEDS Fall Enrollment

Rank Institution Name State # Enrolled

21 Little Big Horn College MT 41

22 Fort Belknap College MT 40

23 Sheridan College WY 37

24 Chief Dull Knife College MT 35

25 Dickinson State University ND 33

26 Concordia College at Moorhead MN 32

27 Brigham Young University UT 30

28 Gonzaga University WA 29

29 University of Mary ND 28

30 Stone Child College MT 27

31 Universal Technical Institute of Arizona Inc AZ 26

32 Brigham Young University-Idaho ID 26

33 North Idaho College ID 25

34 Pacific Lutheran University WA 20

35 University of Idaho ID 18

36 University of North Dakota ND 17

37 Western Washington University WA 15

38 Colorado State University CO 14

39 University of Oregon OR 14

40 Whitworth University WA 14
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CollegeContinuation

MUSHigh School Follow-up Report 
Montana Public High School Graduates Entering the MUS

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12

Montana High School Grads

Fall 2007 Fall 2008 Fall 2009 Fall 2010 Fall 2011 Fall 2012

Capture Rate
Recent Montana high school 

graduates enrolling in the MUS in the 

fall semester following graduation
33.6% 33.6% 33.8% 35.3% 34.9% 34.4%

  
Remediation Rate
Recent Montana high school 

graduates enrolling in at least one 

remedial math or writing course
33.0% 29.3% 29.4% 29.7% 28.4% 28.5%

   
Retention Rate
Recent Montana high school 

graduates returning for a second year 

of enrollment in the MUS
70.1% 70.9% 74.1% 75.3% 73.8%

10,122 10,319 10,007

Entering College Semester

High School Academic Years

Students graduating from public high 

schools in Montana
10,037 9,702 9,716
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College Continuation
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Total    
+824,13%

Residents   
+129,3%

Non-Res  
+695,56%


