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group consisting of Great Falls
business and education lead-
ers formed subcommittees
Tuesday to research ways the
community can encourage stu-
dents to start thinking earlier
aboutpotential careers in
fields in which the area needs
skilled workers.

1t was the first meem:g-after"

a dozen educators and busi-
ness peopie’ traveled to
Kalispell last month
for two dlys to study
that city’s successful |
. work force dwalop-'
¢ . ment model. - -
©  Business
.. there have worked
- together with- the
school district and
community college to
identify needed corm-
munity jobs, encour-
age high school fresh-:
men to identify what
careers they
ested in and structure
classes and programs
so that more students
can get college credit
in vocatignal and
technical . classes
whﬂe in high school..

Inaders*, :

© Great Falls Area Chamber -
of Commerce President Tere- -
sa Olds said she likes many.
aspects of the Ka]:spell plan, -
ng high school.

students to think of career

goals earlier. A majority of

high school students do fairly -
well in classes, but have no
solid plans for what they'll do -

after they graduate, she said,
Mary Sheehy Moe, dean of
Montana State University-
Great Falls College of Tech-
nology, agreed, saying it’s
troubling that more Montana
studenits don’t take advantage
of two colleges, which

:  can lead to good jobs. A lot of
- students “swirl between differ-
 ent four-year col.legas and dif-

"A work force development '
~adding |

are inter- | RS o

Line schools with declining~

ferent majors,” she said,.
that’ 515.000‘ B
on the first year of college
with vague plans and then " |
dropping ¢ out is not a good
investment. :
 Moe said it took Kalispell 10~ Assistant
years to. develop the comfort -
level among { jt{erent ‘
schools and’ als
to make its program work. © .
Great Falls EducationAsso ?
ciation President Mike Picking'
-said “Great Falls
doesn’t ~have
He said the city
[}l needs to get some .
- aspects of the pro-
|| ‘gram gmag ‘as early
| “as next fall in orderto’
" help: yourig:-adults,” -
_including his four
. sons, findawaytoget
\| the training for good !
jobs so they can stay .
in Great Falls. ;
° Group - members. -
said they 'want .to
invite officials with
MSU-Northern, - the
University of Great
Falls, Great Falls Cen-
-tral.Catholic® H:gh
School and nearby school dis-
tricts into the discussion.
Moe said some smaller H:—

enrollments could remain
open longer if ways can be
found to share teaching
-resources with the Great Falls
district and area colleges
through distance leammg and
other means, . !
The group plans to. meet‘ &
Jan. B to get updates on what

the subcommittees have and four-year coliages. It also”

* will research how to better share -

lenrned. i
Reach Tribune Sfatt Writer g:fn‘g‘;“m;“mmm
Poter Johnson at 791-1476, 800- . orsmaimdlﬁereﬂtschools'

438-6600 - or pio!m!@weaﬂnll-
stribune.com. .



