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PROGRAM SUMMARY

The Montana Rural Physician Incentive Program
(MRPIP) was created by the 1991 Montana Legislature.
The MRPIP fund is statutorily appropriated to
reimburse a portion of the educational debts of
physicians who practice in rural or medically
underserved areas of the state or who provide
services to primarily medically underserved
populations. The trust is funded by fees assessed to
Montana medical and osteopathic medical students
participating in the WICHE, WWAMI, and ICOM
medical education programs.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

Prospective physicians providing medical services to
underserved populations or in underserved
communities, or rural areas of the state must be U.S.
citizens or U.S. or Foreign nationals with:

e MD. or D.O. Degree

» Valid State of Montana Medical License

e Have Qualified Medical Education Loans through
U.S. Lenders and U.S. Loan Servicing Companies

Eligible supporting facilities must:
e Provide information related to the site's location
classification and the shortage of healthcare
providers in the area

e Provide information regarding what underserved
population or community is being served

o Establish that a physician shortage exists and that
the area has been unsuccessful in recruiting and
retaining a sufficient number of physicians to
serve the community

QUALIFYING LOCATIONS

o It is the intent of the legislation upon which this
program is based to provide assistance for
medically underserved populations and rurall
communities in Montana.

» Asite's RUCA and HPSA scores are highly
prioritized as they are indicators of both location
classification and the shortage of healthcare
providers in the area.

o Sites that are recognized as a Federally Qualified
Health Center (FQHC), Rural Health Clinic (RHC),
Free Clinic, Migrant Health Center, School-Based
Health Center, Community Mental Health Center
(CMHQ), Indian Health Service Clinic (IHS), or if
the site offers services on a sliding fee scale

» Sites that serve people with limited English
proficiency, people of color or ethnic and
national origin minorities, women and children,
seniors, people who are socioeconomically
disadvantaged, people who are geographically
isolated or educationally disenfranchised and
Montana Veterans.

APPLICATION PROCESS

The annual application cycle runs from May 1
through August 1. The MRPIP application is an online
joint application, submitted by an interested
physician and a supporting facility (hospital or
clinic) located in the community where the physician
is practicing or is considering practice. The
application contains sections for both the physician
and supporting facility to complete.

Separate loan information/verification forms must
be completed for each educational loan being
submitted for repayment consideration. Additional
application details can be accessed online.

SUGGESTED APPLICATION
MATERIALS

Before you begin the application process for the
Montana Rural Physician Incentive Program, it may
be helpful to gather the information and
documentation listed online.


https://oche.my.site.com/
https://oche.my.site.com/
https://mus.edu/Prepare/Pay/Loans/MRPIP.html
https://mus.edu/Prepare/Pay/Loans/MRPIP.html

CONTACT US

Montana Rural Physician
Incentive program
(MRPIP)

Office of the Commissioner of Higher
Education

560 N Park Avenue, 4th Floor
PO Box 203201
Helena, MT 59620-3201
Phone: 1-800-537-7508

E-mail: awardmontana@montana.edu
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mailto:awardmontana@montana.edu
https://data.hrsa.gov/tools/shortage-area/by-address
https://awardmontana.mus.edu/
https://oche.my.site.com/

