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The English Department uses a narrative student evaluation form in addition to the
Knapp form. Our questions are few, but we provide room for students to expand on
their views. To “What has the instructor done especially well?” students begin with
statements (every semester!) such as: “Everything, The classroom seemed to disappear
when he began to speak and it wasn’t because | fell asleep.” or “Everything—he is the
finest educator {'ve ever known.” To the question “Is there anything the instructor
should change to improve the course or his/her teaching?” student after student
answers “No, it’s great the way it is.” Or “No, he does a great job.” or “No, don’t change
athing.” Many add “Thank you!”

Professor Sexson’s primary field of study is mythology, which he has always made come
alive through a variety of creative teaching technigues and student assignments,
including one at the heart of the subject itself—storytelling—a gift for which he has
achieved legendary status. Professor Sexson was a pioneer of experiential learning long
before it became a fad, yet he has always preserved a critical balance {which he has
theorized and written about as well} in the master-teacher/student relationship. Over
the years, this had led to a seemingly endless stream of creative courses, in which
Professor Sexson has shown an almost magical ability to get far more from students that
they ever thought possible, even to the point of helping students see themselves as
contributors to the public arts—which they have done over and over. It is not an
uncommon experience to run into doctors, lawyers, and other professionais around the
state who cite Michael Sexson’s classes, more than any others, as impacting their lives.
And now, having been at MSU since 1966, Professor Sexson is finding that it isn’t just
the children of his first students, but their grandchildren as well who are now appearing
in his classes, with two previous generations of high expectations to live up to~-which,
of course, he does with aplomb.

Michael Sexson’s catalogue of teaching awards over the years is unsurpassed and
includes the Fridley Distinguished Teacher Award, the Burlington Northern Qutstanding
Teacher Award (now the President’s Excellence in Teaching Award), the CLS Outstanding
Teaching Award, and the Chamber of Commerce Award for Excellence in Teaching. As a
teaching menter, he has been selfless with his time, sharing his expertise and helping
new faculty in the English Department and even across campus hecome accuiturated to
the quality of teaching that he models,

Professor Sexson’s extraordinary contributions have not only been in the classroom. He
is a true scholar of “public humanities.” Representative are the interdisciplinary
conferences he has organized. Especially notable was Logon “83, an interdisciplinary
gathering which drew thousands to MSU to engage the issue of “Literacy, Technelogy,
and Mythology.” This event won the 1984 Schwartz Award for Outstanding Humanities
Conferences in the United States. Other memorable conferences include Eclipse ‘79,
which drew scientists and humanists from around the country to celebrate the total
solar eclipse visibie in Bozeman that year; Resiting, Resighting, Reciting the Future, a
conference on memory and imagination; and Yesterday’s Tomorrows, an exploration of
the humanities/museum interface.
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