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ITEM #190-1903-R0920 
Montana University System 

REQUEST TO PLAN – OCHE ANALYSIS 

ITEM 190-1903-R0920 

ITEM NAME:    Certificate of Applied Science in Fire & Emergency Services an A.S. in Fire & Emergency Services 

OCHE ANALYSIS 

Labor market outlook 

There is a high projected demand for professionals in fire and rescue jobs at both the national 
and state levels. Of the top 20 professions in this area on O*NET, more than half are listed in 
their highest job growth category. According to Montana DLI, for all jobs in this area, there is 
projected job growth between 2020-2028. 

Firefighter Paramedic 
Montana Nation Montana Nation 

Current Employment 743 332,400 756 262,100 
Annual Openings 57 25,000 57 19,900 
Median Wage $52,550 $50,850 $29,340 $35,400 

SOURCE: O*NET & Montana Department of Labor and Industry

Related programs / 
centers / institutes 

Fire Science A.S. at City College MSU Billings 
Paramedic A.A.S. at City College MSU Billings 
Paramedic A.A.S. at Flathead Valley Community College 
Paramedic A.A.S. at Great Falls College - MSU 

Fire Science / Protection Associate Degrees 2016-2018 
2018 2017 2016 

Helena College 8 12 6 
City College 4 7 5 

Budget Impact 
X 

LOW 
• Only incidental costs 

MEDIUM HIGH 
• substantial commitment of 

resources relative to 
institutional budget

CAO discussion and 
follow-up 

CAOs and OCHE lauded Helena College for their process in revising this credential. The 
stackable career pathway they propose should help students to leverage these credits and 
credentials towards a bachelors degree, which is more and more the preferred credential in 
this field. 

ARSA/BOR comment 
and direction for Level 
II proposal 
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