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March 10-11, 2022 
ITEM 199-1501-R0322  
Authorization to Confer the Title of Professor Emeritus of Mathematics on Dr. Rick Rossi – Montana 
Technological University 
 
THAT 
         Upon the occasion of the retirement of Professor Rick Rossi from the faculty of Montana Tech, the faculty 

wishes to express its appreciation for his years of dedicated and valued service to the institution, the 
Department of Mathematical Sciences and the state of Montana by recommending the rank of Professor 
Emeritus be conferred upon him by the Board of Regents of Higher Education. 

 
EXPLANATION 

Professor Richard J. Rossi received his BS degree in Pure Math from California State University Sacramento 
in 1978, his MS in Statistics from Iowa State University in 1980, and his PhD in Mathematical Statistics with 
a minor in Applied Statistics from Oregon State University in 1988. After graduate school Dr. Rossi spent 
three years as an Assistant Professor of Statistics in the Department of Mathematical Sciences at Montana 
State University and three years as an Assistant Professor of Statistics in the Department of Statistics at Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo. In 1994 Dr. Rossi came to Montana Tech as an Assistant Professor of Mathematics in 
the Department of Mathematical Sciences. He was promoted to Associate Professor in 1996, awarded 
tenure in 1997, and promoted to Professor in 2000.  

         At Montana Tech, Dr. Rossi taught statistics, mathematics, and data science. He was the first statistician 
hired at Montana Tech and helped numerous graduate students and faculty with the statistical analysis of 
their research data. Dr. Rossi developed all the current courses in applied statistics offered at Montana 
Tech, as well as the curriculum program for the Statistics Option in Mathematical Sciences and the degree 
in Data Science. He received the Rose and Anna Busch Award for Faculty Achievement in 2001 and was 
nominated numerous other times. Dr. Rossi served as Advisor to the Math Club for many years and 
received Advisor of the Year Award in 2005 for advising the Math Club; he also received the Advisor of the 
Year Award in 1999 for advising the Fly-Fishing Club at Montana Tech.  

         Dr. Rossi served in numerous leadership roles within the college.  He served as the Department Head for 
Mathematical Sciences from 1999 to 2014.  As Department Head, he was able to start and grow a number 
of different programs.  His efforts led to an increased number of majors in mathematics and statistics.  Dr. 
Rossi also served as the Head of the Statistics Program from 2016-2018, and Co-Director of the Data 
Science Program from 2017-2022. 

         Dr. Rossi’s research at Montana Tech has focused on applied statistics and data science. Dr. Rossi has 
published many collaborative peer-reviewed papers with faculty members in a wide variety of fields, he 
has directed 18 undergraduate research projects in mathematics and statistics, and he has given numerous 
presentations at local, regional, and national meetings. Dr. Rossi has written three books, all published by 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Theorems, Corollaries, Lemmas, and Methods of Proof (2006), Applied 
Biostatistics for the Health Sciences first edition (2010) and second edition (2022), and Mathematical 
Statistics: An Introduction to Likelihood Based Inference (2018). In 2013 Dr. Rossi was awarded the 
Lifetime Distinguished Researcher award.  

         Dr. Rossi’s tenure at Montana Tech can be characterized as outstanding with significant service to the 
University and to the State for which he is to be commended. For these and numerous other contributions, 
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the Department of Mathematical Sciences are pleased to nominate Dr. Richard J. Rossi for the rank of 
Emeritus Professor of Mathematical Sciences at Montana Technological University 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

None. 
 

 


