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1 in 6 
MUS students 
will transfer 
within the 

system

1 in 3 
transfers are 

between MUS 
4-year 

campuses

1 in 5 
New MUS 

students have 
prior college 

work

Why is Transfer Important?
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Nationwide, too many 
2-year students 

pursuing transfer leave 
higher education 

without a bachelor’s 
degree

SOURCE: 2014 Fall nationwide cohort, National Student Clearinghouse, Signature Report 13 “Tracking Transfer”. 
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Transfer Questions

Will my credits transfer?

What course will count toward Gen Ed?

What courses will help in my major?

Can I access the courses I need, when I need them?

Where can I go for help with all this?

What support is available once I transfer?
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Will my credits transfer?
MUS Common Course Numbering Course Guide

https://ccn.mus.edu/search/

CCN facilitates movement of 50,000 course 
credits each year.

CCN alleviates effort required of students 
and advisors when determining how 
courses transfer. 

CCN is a building block for other 
important transfer tools.

https://ccn.mus.edu/search/
https://ccn.mus.edu/search/
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“Montana’s university system is a 
national leader in CCN ... Only four states, 
including Montana, have comprehensive 
CCN at both high and lower divisions and 
between community colleges and four-

year campuses.”

June 2019 Montana Legislative Audit Report
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Will my credits transfer?

Welcoming 4 Tribal College Partners to CCN
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What 
courses 
count 

toward 
Gen Ed?

Tool #1 – Block Transfer of General Education

In Montana, students can block transfer their 
general education core between all MUS and 
Tribal College institutions

Tool #2 – Interstate Transfer of General Education
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What courses will help in my major?What courses will help in my major?
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• Most of our 2-year institutions do not offer what is required to 
be on track in the most popular disciplines.

• Due to their budget and student populations, they likely can’t 
offer the required courses using traditional models.

Pathway % of Vertical Transfers # of MUS 2-yrs that 
can offer pathway

CHEMISTRY 0.5% 2/10
COMPUTER SCIENCE 2% 1/10

ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION 6% 2/10

PSYCHOLOGY 4% 0/10

Can I 
access the 
courses I 

need?
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Fall 2019 Lower Division Course Offerings
(with and without sharing online courses)

Course Offerings w/o Sharing Course Offerings w/ Sharing
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From their phone or their computer, students can:

Improve the Student Experience…

FIND COURSES &
SET ALERTS

FILTER REGISTERSEARCH



OCHE – Academic, Research, and Student Affairs



OCHE – Academic, Research, and Student Affairs
NOTES: Estimated travel distance to selected allied health training opportunities. Travel time estimated using Cambridge Malaria Atlas Project Access to Cities
friction surface (Weiss et. al. A global map of travel time to cities to assess inequalities in accessibility in 2015. (2018). Nature. doi:10.1038/nature25181.)
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30-60 minutes

1-2 hours

2-3 hours

3-4 hours

4+ hours

January 2020 travel time 
to a respiratory therapy 

offering in Montana

Can I access the courses program I need?Can I access the program I need?
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NOTES: Estimated travel distance to selected allied health training opportunities. Travel time estimated using Cambridge Malaria Atlas Project Access to Cities
friction surface (Weiss et. al. A global map of travel time to cities to assess inequalities in accessibility in 2015. (2018). Nature. doi:10.1038/nature25181.)
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Can I access the program I need?
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How does 
Montana 

align 
nationally?

1 of 4 states for comprehensive numbering 
system

The only that actively works to align that 
numbering system with other state post-
secondary institutions 

Free application, transmittal process

Mandatory advising
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Where can I go for help with all this? 

https://mus.edu/transfer/transfer.html

https://applymontana.mus.edu/
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Who can I talk to about this?
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Degree 
Understanding

/ Credit 
Applicability

Campus 
Connection

Preparedness

How will I know I’m ready?
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What’s 
Next?

Develop Best Practices for Transfer Culture
Professional 

Development for advisors Pre-Advising Practices Assessment

Improved Communication Processes

Centralized location for clear, 
consistent messaging Language Audit

Expand Foundational Transfer Processes

More Transfer Pathways, Degrees for Transfer, 
Course Sharing Onboarding more institutions
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Questions?
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