MONTANA BOARD OF REGENTS OF HIGHER EDUCATION
Policy and Procedures Manual

SUBJECT: ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Policy 301.7 — College Preparatory Program; Montana University System
Revised: September 20, 2007; Issued: October 26, 2007

I. Board Policy \
. B . ’
A. In order to improve students' preparation for college-level work, the board of regents of mgher
P

education requires the following college preparatory program for students who wish to ente mpus of
the Montana university system (MUS) beginning with the fall term, 1990 except as indj RS2ction B
below.
1. Four years of English: in each year the content of the courses should have,an e asis upon the
development of written and oral communication skills and literature.
2. Three years of mathematics which shall include algebra |, geometry ra Il (or the
sequential content equivalent of these courses). Students are ntxge togake a math course
8y s world history or world

in their senior year.
i history or other third year

3. Three years of social studies which shall include global studie,
geography); American history; and government, economjisg, 1§
courses.

4. Two years of laboratory science: one year must be eartfhCience, biology, chemistry, or physics;
the other year can be one of those sciences or another apoved college preparatory laboratory
science. é

5. Two years chosen from the following:

(a) foreign language (preferably two yeal @

(b) computer science

(c) visual and performing arts, or

(d) vocational education units which meet office of public instruction guidelines.
B. The following categories of stud are exempt from the requirements in section A above:
0 do not enter college for a period of at least three years from
or from the date when they would have graduated from high

v

school),
2. summer only students
3. part-time studen®takin

even or fewer college-level semester credits.

C. Out-of-state sfud
section A, or t
student's high
Section 2

fequired to have completed the college preparatory program outlined in
pleted a similar program required by their home state. In either case, the

Il certify completion of such a program. The categorical exemptions identified in
out-of-state students.

D. -of-sWe students graduating from accredited high schools in states that do not have a college
pre rygrogram, have several different college preparatory programs, or have a college preparatory
ra t is dissimilar to Montana's, must meet any two of the three criteria listed below:
as obtained a score of at least 20 on the enhanced (composite) American College Testing (ACT)
test or a score of at least 960 on the total verbal/math exam of the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)
for admission to Montana State University-Northern and The University of Montana-Western;

2. has obtained a score of at least 22 on the enhanced (composite) ACT test or a score of at least
1030 on the total verbal/math exam of the SAT, for admission to The University of Montana-
Montana Tech, Montana State University-Billings, Montana State University-Bozeman, and The
University of Montana-Missoula. The colleges identified in D(1) above may request permission
from the board of regents to raise the enhanced (composite) ACT test score or the SAT total
verbal/math exam score to those specified for The University of Montana-Missoula, Montana
State University-Bozeman, Montana State University-Billings, and The University of Montana-
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Montana Tech; \
or ¢
3. atleast a 2.5 high school grade point average, Q

or
4. class standing in the upper half of the graduating class.

technology.

Il.  Procedures: . 0
A. To implement the college preparatory program, and to encourage eI of academic preparation

for students who wish to continue on to higher education, the bo nts of higher education hereby
adopts the following procedures:
1. Only persons who have completed the college preparat program shall be eligible for regents’
high school honor scholarships

E. These requirements do not apply to the public community colleges in Montar@colleges of

2. other state-supported scholarships, fee waivers, ts-in-aid awarded on the basis of
academic achievement. In unusual circumst provision may be waived for students who
have been graduated from high school f n three years.

B. In awarding scholarships based on academi€®achigivement, special consideration should be given to
persons who have completed available academic S¥iids beyond those specified in the college preparatory
program. Honors and advanced pIacementQurses should be given extra weighting.

C. Students who enter campuses@
necessary to enroll in remedialgoursgs ¥

experience.

US without sufficient academic background may find it
ich will add time and expense to the students' educational

D. Beginning in fall 1990%studen® that do not meet the college preparatory requirements may eliminate
their deficiency by taiggg c s that satisfy the requirements in summer school or as a part-time student

at one of the six gam the MUS, or by attending a community college and transferring credit to a
MUS campus.
E. Toen bly smooth transition to full implementation of the college preparatory program,

each oftf campuses of the MUS is granted discretionary exemptions for in-state applicants who have
34 the college preparatory program not to exceed 5 percent of the in-state enrollment of first-
first-year students.

tions will be obligated to provide appropriate annual reports indicating numbers of students
olled as exemptions and their academic progress in comparison to those students regularly admitted.
At the conclusion of the period of exemptions, the commissioner of higher education's office will present a
report to the board of regents summarizing these data with appropriate analysis and interpretation. The
commissioner's office will also make recommendations to the regents regarding continuation,
discontinuation, or modification of the discretionary exemption program.

PLEASE NOTE: At the September 2007 board of regents’ meeting the regents decided to eliminate
section F, above, under Procedures, beginning with the first-time, full-time student cohort in fall
semester 2010. Starting with that semester, a five (5) percent exemption pool will no longer be
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available on each four-year campus to admit students if they have not completed the college \
preparatory program. P

lll. Definitions

A. For the purpose of this section, GPA (and Pass) credits mean those college-level CretitS)for which

associate of arts, associate of science or baccalaureate degree at their [, tution. Such

grade points apply toward graduation.

2. For the purpose of this section, college-level work means those courses @plicable toward an
ivein

courses shall include neither remedial nor developmental courses.

History

Iltem 42-002-R1283, College Preparatory Program, Montana Universit @(Revised), May 18, 1984, July 20, 1984, June 16,
1988, May 5, 1989, November 3, 1989 (Board of Regents Minutes) 1990, December 13, 1991, May 3, 1993, May 4,
1995, and November 18, 1999 (Item 104-103-R0999); Item 1| 6 0, Authorization for Institutional Name Change from Western

Montana College of The University of Montana to The Unive Q -Western, approved by the Board of Regents January 18,
2001, with an effective date of July 1, 2001. Item 136-106-R! " (SUpporting Material) September 20, 2007. Elimination of 5%
exemption pool under Section 5, Procedures, in Fall 2010.
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