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COLLEGE ACCESS EVENTS 

National GEAR UP Week September 20-24, 2021 

MT College Application Week October 4-8, 2021 

FAFSA Opens Nationally October 1st, 2021 

FAFSA Completion Month October, 2021 

� 
1st Gen College Student Celebration November 8th, 2021 

TRIO Day Celebration February 28th, 2022 

Decision Day May 2-6, 2022 

Keep up with College Access 

@accessmus 

@accessmus 

@accessmus 

Montana College Access 

www.ApplyMontana.org 
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LETTERS FROM THE DIRECTORS // BRIGHT FUTURES 

A Year of Uncertainty 

For Montana Educational Talent Search (METS) 
participants and those across the country, 2020-
2021 experienced an academic year like no other. 

COVID-19 impacted everyone and widened the education 
gap already present. Through this year students, families, 
and educational professionals rose to the challenge to 
ensure students continued on their educational path. I want 
to give a heartful thank you to everyone who has continued 
to work with students so they can make their post-high 
school plans happen, whether it is continuing their 
education, joining the military, or entering the workforce. Thank you to the 
educators, METS staff, and Kyra Kronberg for working to help us celebrate 
students in the inaugural issue of Bright Futures. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2021! I am excited to share your stories and 
journeys to celebrate the momentous achievement high school graduation 
brings for all of you. The student stories collected celebrate the journey of just 
a handful of the students served by the program but are reflective of the 
experience of students across Montana and the communities we serve. May 
your stories serve as inspiration and support to future students in the METS 
program. Thank you for sharing your stories and being part of a powerful 
student narrative for future generations. 

May your futures be bright. 

Sincerely, 

Jeannie Origbo 

Montana Educational Talent Search Director 

� 
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       LETTERS FROM THE DIRECTORS // BRIGHT FUTURES 

Collaboration Where It Counts 

During the 2020-2021 academic year, students at 
schools across Montana GEAR UP experienced 
a multitude of challenges. Circumstances 

associated with the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated 
many more issues through isolation, difficulty accessing 
academic material, and inconsistent internet connectivity. 
I want to take a moment to thank the many educators, 
family members, state team members, and other 
professionals for their dedication in assisting students. 
Their collective efforts truly made the difference with 
countless students. Finally, I would like to thank Kyra Kronberg for the time 
and energy she put forth to collect the stories and create this copy of Bright 
Futures. 

The stories contained illustrate some of the barriers these amazing students 
overcame in pursuit of their goals. Their collective voices are a powerful artifact 
of the strength of their spirit, as well as the value of an education. It is my 
hope that these voices serve as a powerful source of inspiration and hope for 
everyone in the Montana GEAR UP family. Please join me in celebrating these 
wonderful students and marveling in their many accomplishments. 

Sincerely, 

Travis Anderson, Ed.D. 

Montana GEAR UP Director 
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     SENIOR STORIES // BRIGHT FUTURES 

SENIOR STORIES 

Each year, the Montana Educational Talent Search [METS] program and 
Montana GEAR UP [GU] support youth from low-income households in 
becoming the first in their family to attend college, whether they are the first 

in their family or do not have the financial support. We want to celebrate the 
graduates of both programs as they pursue various paths beyond high school, as well 
as look back at their success, involvement, and acknowledge the 
barriers they’ve overcome. 

Montana GEAR UP serves seventh through 12th graders at 17 Montana middle 
schools and their receiving high schools. The program also supports students through 

� their freshman year in college, helping to facilitate a smooth transition to college life 
that will serve as the foundation for their long-term success. 

The METS program serves students in grades six through 12 with a goal of helping 
them complete high school and succeed post-graduation, whatever route they take. 
METS provides both group and one-on-one mentor sessions with a pre-college 
advisor who gives guidance on middle and high school course selection, career 
counseling, financial aid resources, as well as college and scholarship information. 

The stories that follow represent only a small portion of the thousands of students 
that benefit from these programs. On behalf of the Montana University System’s 
College Access Team, we congratulate the class of 2021 on their momentous 
accomplishments. 

� 
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     SENIOR STORIES // BRIGHT FUTURES 

MAYCIE ANDERSON 
THOMPSON FALLS HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP 

During her high school career, Maycie Anderson served as manager for the 
football, wrestling, and volleyball teams. She was also a member of student 

council and even took on many babysitting roles outside of school. Her real 
passion, however, is psychology, which she plans on studying in the fall at 
Carroll college. 

Anderson looks forward to moving to the Helena area to live near family. 
Once there, she wants to work at a daycare while she pursues her studies: 
“Ever since I could talk, I wanted to be a ‘baby doctor.’ I’ve always just loved 

kids and babies. I’m excited to start fresh somewhere new, to build my own life,” said Anderson. 

Anderson’s passion for mental health grew from her own experiences with anxiety and depression. “There’s just 
so much to learn about psychology. Whenever I do schoolwork, I try to incorporate my passion for mental 
health.” As of now, Anderson’s future career plans include returning to the high school setting to teach 
Psychology. 

KYLIE BILLIN 
HARDIN HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP & METS 

On the surface, Kylie Billin has always come across as shy, but that hasn’t 
stopped her from breaking out of her shell on stage. 

During her high school career, Billin participated in Business Professionals of 
America, cheerleading, swing choir, and theater. Since the age of six, she has 
performed in countless community theater roles, including Missoula Children’s 
theater, and at least six high school productions: Property Rites, Beauty and the 
Beast Jr, The Puppet Master, Pirates of the Penzance Jr, Nightmare, Mary Poppins Jr. 

“I’m usually kind of shy, but with theater, I get to become someone else,” said 
Billin. 

After Graduation, Billin plans on attending Brigham Young University in Idaho to study Biology with an 
emphasis in Zoology in hopes of becoming a zookeeper. 

“We had many pets growing up. My mom would always take us to the zoo and I would always get super 
excited to go see the animals that you don’t normally see roaming around Montana,” said Billin. 

Going forward, Billin wants to continue her love of animals and performing as she continues her education at 
BYU. 
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     SENIOR STORIES // BRIGHT FUTURES 

JOLIA BUCHANAN 
THOMPSON FALLS HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP 

After Graduation, Jolia Buchanan plans on attending Rocky Mountain College to 
study psychology with minors in prelaw and business. 

“I was thinking about coming back to my community and teaching psychology. 
My grandfather was in the military and has told me a lot of stories of people 
coming back with trauma and PTSD, so maybe I’ll do something with therapy,” 
said Buchanan. 

Much of her inspiration to pursue Psychology stems from her 200 plus hours 
volunteering with the Sanders County Coalition for Families, an organization that 

provides resources to domestic violence, sexual assault, and child abuse victims. Her commitment to the organiza-
tion earned her the presidential volunteer service award bronze medal. 

“Sanders County Coalition deals with a lot of people that struggle with mental health and addiction. I just want to 
help people and do my part,” said Buchanan. 

Throughout her high school career, Buchanan participated in several sports including basketball, golf, and even 
made it to state for track and cross country as a Freshman. Outside of sports, she played the flute in band and 
participated as a member of student council and national honor society. 

TREVYN CARTER 
ST. IGNATIUS HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP & METS 

After Graduation, Trevyn Carter plans on attending Montana State University to 
study science in hopes of becoming a surgeon. 

“I’ve always wanted to go into the medical field, even before middle school. Since 
I love science, it’s made the decision easier. I’ve jumped around from nursing and 
specializations like that, but general surgery has always been something I wanted to 
go into,” said Carter. 

Through Upward Bound, Carter participated in an internship work study 
program that allowed him to shadow different hospital roles from nursing to 
radiology. 

“I would be like a sort of intern and I would be sent around the hospital to shadow and ask questions. Seeing it up 
close was what I based my decision on. It’s definitely different than looking in a textbook,” said Carter. 

Outside of class, Carter stayed involved as a freshman leader, tennis player, and participated in a few service 
projects through Upward Bound, including one where he worked with a team to build a green house. 

With a future at MSU and a plan for med school, Carter looks forward to his long anticipated career in medicine. 
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     SENIOR STORIES // BRIGHT FUTURES 

KIAHNA COCHRAN 
HARLEM HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP 

Ask Kiahna Cochran what it takes to succeed in the face of a challenge, and 
she’ll smile like only someone who knows the answer can. Hers is a story of 
overcoming adversity, homelessness, and finding a way no matter the winding 
path. After graduation, Cochran will study either business or psychology at 
Gonzaga University. 

After finding herself homeless twice in one year, Cochran moved into an apart-
ment with her sister in January of 2020 and has been living independently ever 

since. Through all her trials, Cochran is coming out of high school 5th in her class with a 3.84 GPA. 

Among her many accomplishments, Cochran also participated in the MAPS media summer program at Harlem, 
where she worked on a team to create Looking Forward from Yesterday, a short documentary that pays tribute to the 
legacy of the Aaniiih and Nakoda Tribes. The film went on to win awards from the Northwestern Portland and Big 
Sky film festivals and was even nominated for a reginal Emmy. 

As Cochran navigates the future, she hopes that her story can inspire others to overcome life’s challenges. 

“I want to be an example for other students. A girl who came from a background of addiction and domestic 
violence, I can use my trauma and past experiences to become a stronger and better person.,” said Cochran. 

ETHAN DOWNEY 
TROY HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP 

After Graduation, Ethan Downey plans on attending Montana State University to 
study engineering. 

“I think having a good foundation in science is important. I mean, science affects 
everything. We use technology all the time. I think it’s cool being able to 
understand how things work rather than just knowing how to use them,” said 
Downey. 
During his high school career, Downey participated in football, basketball, and 
tennis. He also served as president of the travel club, where he helped coordinate 
fundraising for a trip to Costa Rica. 

“I’m proud of my commitment to travel club. It’s a lot of work and sometimes it felt like a part time job,” said 
Downey. 

While in Costa Rica, Downey found a love for traveling and experiencing other cultures. 

“Living in a small town, I kind of know everyone, but being able to experience a vast amount of different people 
allows me to learn about different aspects of life. I like experiencing the differences in culture,” said Downey. 

As he moves on to MSU, Downey looks forward to pursuing his passions in science and travel. 
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     SENIOR STORIES // BRIGHT FUTURES 

TAYZHA HIWALKER 
PRYOR HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP 

Culture, competition, and learning how to help others has always been a big part 
of Tayzha Hiwalker’s identity. That’s why after graduation, she plans to attend 
MSU-Billings in hopes of someday working in the medical field. 

“I want a job that involves helping others. I thought that the medical field could 
be cool. I was planning on SKC [Salish Kootenai College], but I wanted to stay 
closer to home,” said Hiwalker. 

Sports have always been a big part of Hiwalker’s life. During her high school 
career, she participated in volleyball, basketball, and cross country. 

“Sports is just really big in my family. That is all we did. My sister and I would always play volleyball outside 
growing up. It keeps me busy, and in order to play, you have to keep up on your grades, so it gives me another 
reason to keep up on my work,” said Hiwalker. 

Beyond the court, Hiwalker has expressed a passion for native youth involvement through the All Nations Club 
and the Office of Public Instructions youth advisory council. The council met twice a week to discuss topics like 
missing and murdered indigenous women and ways to help Native American youth. 

As she moves on to MSU-Billings, Hiwalker looks forward to a future in serving others. 

AARON KELLY 
CMR HIGH SCHOOL—METS 

The saying, “it takes a village to raise a child” is an understatement for Aaron 
Kelly. As he prepares to study mechanical engineering at Montana Technological 
University, Kelly is determined to give back to his community. 

When Kelly moved to Montana from California in 2009, he found a community 
ready to help. 

“When we came here, my family didn’t have a lot. The community helped shape 
who I am today. From my aunt providing us housing, to my teachers helping me 
with basic school necessities. Between all the community outreach, I’ve always 
wanted to pay back,” said Kelly. 

One way Kelly has stayed involved in the community is through his volunteer work with the McClean Cameron 
Animal Adoption center, an organization that provides for animals and adopts them into forever homes. 

“Watching them [the animals] grow more comfortable with people and putting them into a good home that will 
love them is one of the best experiences of my life,” said Kelly. 

With a big heart and community centered mind set, Kelly looks forward to using his various skill sets to open an 

business to ease financial restriction for those who want to learn automotive or woodworking. 
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     SENIOR STORIES // BRIGHT FUTURES 

KIRSTEN LAMERE 
ROCKY BOY HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP 

For Kirsten LaMere, nursing runs in the family. That’s why after high school, she 
plans to study at Montana State University to become a second generation regis-
tered nurse. 

“My whole family has inspired me to go to college, especially my mom and auntie 
because they’re nurses. For a while, I did not know I wanted to be a nurse, I just 
wanted to help people,” said LaMere. 

In addition to several clubs, LaMere has lettered all four years in basketball and 
volleyball and took up cross country her Senior year. Among her 

accomplishments, LaMere was named class Valedictorian. 

“I’ve overcome a lot in 17 years to get to this point. I’m proud of that. They usually pick valedictorian after 
seventh semester, and I was ranked number 1 [in my class],” said LaMere. 

Though nervous to live four and a half hours away from home, LaMere looks forward to the future and meeting 
new people as she starts her college career at MSU. 

MADISON MCKIERNAN-LAVERDURE 
GREAT FALLS HIGH SCHOOL—METS 

After Graduation, Madi Laverdure plans on attending Great Falls College MSU 
to study elementary education in hopes of becoming a teacher. 

Laverdure’s love for children started three years ago when working at Hands, a 
before and after school childcare program for elementary school students. 

“Working with the elementary kids, I just ended up growing a love for kids and 
helping them succeed. I’m looking forward to becoming a teacher. I want to be a 
role model for them and make them want to come to school,” said Laverdure. 

Beyond her work with Hands, Laverdure served as Great Falls High school’s 
student body secretary, sang in the varsity choir and captained the cheer team during her senior year. 

“I played sports my whole life. In eighth grade, my best friend encouraged me to try it [cheerleading]. We both 
made it, so I just ended up loving it and sticking with it. My senior year, we got our new coach, Ronnie and she 
opened up a bigger part of me that I didn’t even know existed,” said Laverdure. 

Because of her great leadership, Laverdure was also selected to compete in the Summer 2021 East West Shrine 
games, where she and other athletes selected from high schools around Montana will compete and raise money for 
Shriner’s Hospital. 
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     SENIOR STORIES // BRIGHT FUTURES 

XADA LITTLEWOLF 
LODGE GRASS HIGH SCHOOL— GEAR UP & METS 

To many, the future is daunting. But to Xada Littlewolf, it is full of growth and 
opportunity. After graduation, Littlewolf plans to attend Little Big Horn College 
to finish her Associate's before joining the Military to become an officer in the 
Army before attending Montana State University for law. 

“I chose to go to Little Big Horn College because it is my tribal college and that 
is where my mom started her college career and I also want to have some 
background for when I enroll in the military,” said Littlewolf. 

During her high school career, Littlewolf participated in Volleyball and was the 
manager for the girls’ basketball team. Beyond her extra activities, Littlewolf particularly cherishes time with her 
family. 

“I was raised in the Crow Agency area. I live with my mom and brother, and I have numerous nephews, nieces, 
aunties, and uncles who have helped raised me. I’m proud to be Crow and to have my family, because of our 
culture, and we value our family because it is the most important thing to care for,” said Littlewolf. 

With her family’s support, Littlewolf looks forward to the future with excitement and goals of personal growth. 

RUBY MARTIN 
LIBBY HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP 

Recently named class co-valedictorian, Ruby Martin will attend the University of 
Idaho to study computer engineering with a minor in Asian studies. She will 
participate in ROTC before heading into the Air Force post-graduation. 

“I decided on the Military path, mostly because my dad thought it would be a 
good fit for my personality. We just thought this ROTC scholarship worked the 
best with what I hoped to do in a career,” said Martin. 

Throughout high school, Martin kept busy participating in soccer, basketball, 
tennis, and band, where she played flute and piano. Among her activities, Martin landed an internship with the 
19th Judicial court, where she works closely with Honorable Matthew Cuffe. 

“I get to see a lot of cases. Sometimes he has me read a case and talk to him about it; what my thoughts are on it. 
Then he explains part of the law and what goes into decisions,” said Martin. 

Martin is excited to continue her studies in college, as well as her future in the Air Force. 
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     SENIOR STORIES // BRIGHT FUTURES 

JUSTIN MORGAN 
THOMPSON FALLS HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP 

Justin Morgan has always had an interest in math and science. After 
graduation, Morgan plans to study electrical engineering at Montana 
Technological University. 

“I attended ‘Tech Days’ at Montana Tech and spoke to a lot of the department 
heads. I really connected with the Electrical Engineering department head and 
he told me electrical engineering was one of the more math intensive engineering 
disciplines and I’ve always really liked math,” said Morgan. 

Throughout high school, Morgan had the chance to grow his love of math and science at Montana’s Science 
Olympiad, a state-wide competition that allows students to explore STEM careers through innovative projects and 
collaboration. 

Beyond Morgan’s devotion to math and science throughout high school, he also participated in basketball, NHS, 
Student Council, and takes a particular interest in Track and Cross Country. After being seeded 27th, he even 
placed 13th at the 2019 State Cross Country meet, receiving an All-State honors. Morgan decided to continue his 
running career at Montana Tech. 

MADISON NOWAKOWSKI 
GREAT FALLS HIGH SCHOOL—METS 

Busy is an understatement for Madison Nowakowski as she leaves high school 
with 54 college credits. Ambitions run high as this Great Falls graduate hopes to 
finish her Associate’s degree by July before going to either Grand Canyon 
University or Arizona State University to study criminal justice before heading 
into the Airforce and later, work as a police officer. 

Nowakowski decided to go into law enforcement after participating in the 2019 
Jr. Police Academy. On top of that, she took part in a mentorship program at the 
Great Falls Police Department through Strive for Success. 

“I have always been a person who would rather help people than sit at a desk. I want to make a difference in the 
world, even if it’s just in my own community,” said Nowakowski. 

On top of all her classes, Nowakowski earned the role of group commander in JROTC, where she served the 
community through fundraising and volunteering. After participating in JROTC, Nowakowski will participate in 
ROTC before heading into the Air Force. 

After her military career, Nowakowski looks forward to returning to Great Falls as a police officer. 
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     SENIOR STORIES // BRIGHT FUTURES 

VICTOR PEREZ-CARRILLO 
POLSON HIGH SCHOOL—METS 

After immigrating to the United States from Mexico at the age of 10, Victor 
Perez was met with the challenge of learning a new language and culture in a new 
home. Now, eight years later, he will be the first in his family to attend college. 

Perez plans to attend the University of Montana to study sociology with an 
emphasis in criminology. He wants to join ROTC in hopes of enrolling in the 
Army and returning to his community to become a Police Officer. 

“I’ve always been fascinated with law enforcement. I remember as a little kid 
playing cops and robbers in Mexico. Growing up in a small village in Mexico, my transportation was a donkey. My 
dad was always here [in Montana] working. I’m going to make my parents proud, and I want to break that barrier. I 
want to be the first of many in my family to go to college,” said Perez. 

Perez’s interest in law enforcement solidified when he attended the 2019 Jr. Police Leadership Academy in Helena, 
where he was named Sargent. 

Throughout his time in high school, Perez has been involved in many activities from boxing and student 
government president, to spending over 150 hours volunteering with various organizations. He has recently 
developed an interest in wildlife photography, sharing images with his Instagram followers. 

BREEANNA POLK 
BROWNING HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP & METS 

BreeAnna Polk’s love for music began in the sixth grade. Her drive is to share 
that passion with the Browning community. After graduation, Polk will study 
music at the University of Montana in hopes of returning to Browning as a band 
teacher. 

So far, Polk has learned over 10 instruments and participated in several elite 
ensembles. She played tuba with the honors performance series at Carnegie Hall, 
and traveled to Europe with Northern Ambassadors of Music, a choir. She also 
competed at state festival, receiving a superior rating, and ranking her the as the 
top Tuba player in Montana. 

Outside of music, Polk spent several hours throughout high school volunteering for Bear Medicine and Browning 
High School food pantries. She even organized a food drive at her school’s basketball game that collected over 200 
food items as a project for the Governor and First Lady Leadership Council. Beyond her drive to reduce hunger in 
the community, Polk has helped run her local cheer camp for several years. 

As she looks forward to the future, Polk hopes to continue her hard work at UM in the fall and eventually return to 
Browning to continue sharing her passion for music with her community. 
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     SENIOR STORIES // BRIGHT FUTURES 

BRYNN PULE 
ST. IGNATIUS HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP & METS 

After Graduation, Brynn Pule plans on attending the University of Arizona to 
study business and interior design. 

“I realize that I’ve always had an interest in it. I would always rearrange my 
bedroom and I was like ‘I can do that for a job.’ For business, I’ve always liked 
how things worked and what goes into planning and the numbers,” said Pule. 

During her high school career, Pule participated in several activities including 
volleyball, softball, basketball, community service group, freshman mentorship, 

class president, and serving as part of the Montana Governor and First Lady Youth Leadership Council. 

As part of the Youth Leadership Council, Pule took a special interest in service projects pertaining to childhood 
hunger and organized a food drive at a St. Ignatius High School rival basketball game. In the end, the drive raised 
nearly 300lbs of food that was distributed between two different food banks. 

Pule was recently awarded a scholarship from the Hagan Scholarship Foundation, and she hopes to graduate debt 
free. 

BROOKLYN SUDEN 
CMR HIGH SCHOOL—METS 

Brooklyn Suden has always seen the world from a creative perspective. 
Now, entering college as a first-generation student, she plans on attending the 
University of Montana Western to study business and fine arts in hopes of 
someday owning a photography business. 

“It’s a different world in the lens. It’s a crazy perspective nobody else can see 
what angles you’re looking at. I’ve known since third grade that I wanted to do 
photography, so I’ve been practicing ever since,” said Suden. 

Beyond running her small-scale photography business of taking Senior photos. 
Suden participated in several school activities including environmental club and cross country, where she ran at 
state as a sophomore. Outside of school, a lot of her free time was spent volunteering for environmental club 
and the Great Falls Alliance for Youth, an organization that seeks to improve various risk factors for youth in the 
community. 

“I got to volunteer for about three hours when they were first opening to clean up the place and get it ready for 
opening day. Later on, I got their contact information and went back. I’ve been doing a few things with them like 
putting together a kids library,” said Suden 

Because of her involvement in the community as well as Montana Educational Talent Search leadership, Suden 
also won the 2021 MCAN Student Achiever award. As she looks towards the future, Suden hopes to continue 
her involvement in the community at Montana Western. 
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     SENIOR STORIES // BRIGHT FUTURES 

TAREL ROLLINS 
GREAT FALLS HIGH SCHOOL—METS 

Tarel Rollins has been carrying around a basketball for as long as he could 
remember. Now, because of his hard work, Rollins has an offer to play college 
basketball for the University of Providence, where he plans to study business in 
hopes of working in sports management. 

“I found a love for sports when I was young and it’s just been growing and 
growing ever since,” said Rollins. 

Beyond the court, Rollins also participated in National Honor Society and has 
done volunteer work with the Great Falls Youth Resource Center, Montana 

Coach’s Clinic, and even had the opportunity to coach middle school basketball. 

“I really enjoyed it. It was like seeing the game from a completely different perspective. You couldn’t just go out 
and do what you thought needed to be done. You had to build that trust within these eighth graders,” said Rollins. 

As he looks back at his success in both athletics and academics, Rollins has his mom to thank. 

“My mom was a single mom and has worked super hard. I know she is proud of me. I never knew how hard she 
was working to get me in a good spot. She has worked so hard for everything I have. She’s my hero,” said Rollins. 

SALLY WEBER 
LIBBY HIGH SCHOOL—GEAR UP 

Sally Weber has a wide variety of accomplishments from being named 
co-valedictorian to being elected class president. But as she moves closer to 
attending Montana State University in the fall, Weber particularly looks forward 
to exploring her interest in science and biochemical engineering to someday 
attain a career in the medical field. 

By participating in MedStart, a program that allows students to explore medical 
careers, Weber discovered that though she’s always had an interest in the medical 
field, her talents lay in problem solving, something a field like biochemical 
engineering could fulfill. 

“I really like the field of engineering for the problem solving. Growing up I always wanted to be a doctor because I 
thought helping people in that way would be cool. But I feel through engineering and design, I would be able to 
solve more problems that are worldwide,” said Weber. 

Weber continued her love of science attending Montana’s Science Olympiad, a state-wide competition that allows 
students to explore STEM careers through innovative projects and collaborations. 

Outside of Science Olympiad and student government, Weber also participated in band, tennis, soccer, and played 

�violin on the side. 

Weber has big goals and looks forward to continuing her many interests at MSU. 
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METS CLASS OF 2021 // BRIGHT FUTURES 

METS Class of 2021 
Browning High School 
Deaven Boy 
Eddie Burke 
Marquida Crossguns 
Joshua Flores 
Arturo Fuentes 
Dominick IronPipe 
Angel Kennerly 
Benjamin Kittson 
John LaPlant 
Talia Marceau 
Matt MaggieJo 
Frankey Mittens 
Jeremiah John Old Chief 
BreeAnna Polk 
Jordan RedHead 
Brennyn Running Crane 
Mya Running Crane 
Skyla Scabby Robe 
Jeff Skunkcap 
Jillann SureChief 
Caden Tatsey 
Shynell Tatsey-McKay 
Tommi-Rae Trombley 
Payton Vaile 
Fernando Vivarro 
Twyla Whiteman 

CMR High School 
Marissa Davenport 
Mashayla Davenport 
Wesley Gilcher 
Daniel Juneau 
Nevaeh McCurdy 
Brooklyn Suden 
Sarah Tanguma 
Kaileia Wendt 
Irie Williamson 

Great Falls High School 
Reece Gunther 

D'Angelo Haney 
Josephina Houle 
Jocelyn Linn 
Savannah Mcintosh 
Madison McKiernan-
Laverdure 
Zellery Nadeau 
Madison Nowakowski 
Mariah Nunnally 
Mattew Pasciuta 
Tarel Rollins 
Shannon Strickland 
Raegyn Trombley 

Hardin High School 
Isabella Andres 
Veronica Big Man 
Kylie Billin 
Macie Fiamm 
Rilee Green 
Try Grinsteiner 
Mystic Lawton 
Mariah Liming 
Kaley Long Sioux 
Beadilyn McDonald 
Alizabeth Morse 
Libby Nedens 
Clement Not Afraid 
Timothy Schaff 
Maria Spotted Horse 
Malia Standsoverbull 
Rhiannon Storey 
Khylah Two Leggins 
Adrian Vizcarra 
Darby Wells 

Heart Butte High School 
Tearra CalfBossRibs 
Jaiden ComesAtNight 
Maleah Day Chief 
Cameron Falcon 

Tien Heavy Runner 
Joseph Jimenez 
Tristan Kipp 
Joslyn McKay 

Lodge Grass High 
School 
Jordan Bright Wings 
Brandon Bulltail Jr. 
Benjamin Covers Up 
Emilio Curley 
Aaliyah Dust 
Christian Fighter 
Jessica Fire Bear 
Cecelia Gardner 
Verbena Greene 
Gerious Hiwalker 
Keyonna Hogan 
Penelope Knows the Ground 
Stephen Matt 
Moira Mullenberg 
Evander Old Bull 
Emily Pease 
Ruby Pretty on Top 
Koltan Sioux 
Margaret Springfield 
DaiVyon White 

Paris Gibson 
Education Center 
Jonie Dubois 
Destini Gray 
Sierra Lane 
Gina Little Plume 
Teresa Morton 
Alaiyah Ogle 
Johnny Trombley 
Valek Truesdell 

Polson High School 
Athena Bigby-Martinez 

Hailey Cook 
Makenna Ducharme-Hadley 
Spencer Henning 
Mystica Hunter 
Hazel Kujala 
Denzel Lefthand 
Josie Marquardt Caye 
Zale Nahquaddy 
Victor Perez-Carrillo 

Ronan High School 
Caden Bourdon 
Courtney Bourdon 
Jeremiah Howard 
Kaona Trahan 

St. Ignatius High School 
Davien Adams 
Joseph Ashley 
Addison Bird 
Trevyn Carter 
Pamela Frost 
Boone Gilleard 
Jace Matt 
Josiah Matt 
Brynn Pule 

Two Eagle River High 
School 
Patience After Buffalo-Adams 
Rachelle Hewankorn 
Whisper Little Owl-
Horseman 
Nehemiah Long 
Alissa Schulz 

Montana GEAR UP Class of 2021 Schools 
Arlee High School 
Box Elder High School 
Browning High School 
Hardin High School 
Harlem High School 
Hays Lodge Pole High School 
Heart Butte High School 

Lame Deer High School Superior High School 
Libby High School Thompson Falls High School 
Lodge Grass High School Troy High School 
Pryor High School 
Rocky Boy High School 
St. Ignatius High School 
St. Regis High School 
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NEWS // BRIGHT FUTURES 

St. Regis YLA Students Develop Food 
Program to Alleviate Community Hunger 
Each year, up to 40 10th and 11th grade Montana 
GEAR UP students can participate in the Youth 
Leadership Academy [YLA] and create a service project 
that positively impacts the community. This year, St. 
Regis students Carter Jasper and Jacob Lohman 
developed a snack pack program to reduce a need 
for nutritious food in their community. 
“The Snack Pack Program was thought of because 
we have a high population of hungry kids on Monday 
mornings. We came up with this idea because of 
Covid and other emergencies in the area, which left a 
need in the community,” said St. Regis GEAR UP 
liaison Jen Pruitt. “YLA students work towards a 
wider good for our community; the school is helping 
get space for the 

Pantry; and we are helping families when they need it.” 

This year, the St. Regis Snack Pack Program 
donations totaled $900. As 
the YLA program continues 
its outreach with projects 
just like this, the act of 
service learning will facilitate 
supportive community 
environments around 
Montana. 
For more information on 
YLA, visit: 
w ww.mus .edu/gea rup /
academy.html 

Jasper and Lohman collected 
$900 in donations for the St. 
Regis Snack Pack Program. 

Montana Educational Talent Search Takes 
on Career Exploration Video Project 
What is it like working in Montana? How much 
education and training does it take to become a 
veterinarian? What is the difference between a social 
worker and a police detective? Through career videos, 
METS hopes to answer all these questions to help guide 
students to a career path that’s right for them. 

The career exploration videos feature professionals 
from Montana to give insight into the various career 
opportunities in Montana and provide useful 
information on the credentials needed in each field. 

“The goal of the career videos aimed at educating our 
students and informing them about the various careers 
found throughout Montana. This was especially a need 
during Covid when we couldn’t take students on trips 
or have speakers come and talk to our students about 
different careers,” said METS program manager Derek 

Calvert. 

Sixteen career videos will be completed by summer 
2021, featuring various Montana professionals, are 
located on the METS YouTube page. Careers were 
chosen after surveying students on their interests. The 
videos will feature business entrepreneurship, welding, 
nursing, public administration, marketing, culinary arts, 
paleontology, mechanics, computer science, English 
teacher, construction project manager, veterinarian, 
cinematographer, accountant, social worker, and police 
detective. 

6FDQ�WKLV�WR�FKHFN�RXW� 
WKH�0(76�<RX7XEH� 

&KDQQHO� 
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RETIREMENTS // BRIGHT FUTURES 

A Job Well Done 

When teaching Math, there is a always a 
moment when a student finally understands.You can 

see it in their face.The moment that student no longer 
hates math.That’s what I’ll miss most. 

Montana GEAR UP and Educational Talent Search would like to recognize three individuals who, though 
leaving roles in their respective 

Tim GEAR UP’s Montana 
made have programs, a significant difference in the lives of students. We 

extend a thank you to Hardy and Shari Ruff, and METS’ Kim Wombolt. 

-Tim Hardy, Hardin

last 40 years, eight of which 
as a Montana GEAR UP 

liaison. 

I look forward to travelling with my husband, spending 
time with my artistic side, going running when the sun is 

shining rather than always after 4:30 PM. 

-Shari Ruff, Box Elder

I am planning to spend more time ‘stopping to 
smell the roses’! I will be spending time with and 
supporting my family, including my Husband, my 

children and my mother. 

-Kim Wombolt, Great Falls
�Pre College Advisor for the

Great Falls target area. 

Hardy held various roles in 
the Hardin schools for the 

Wombolt spent the last three 
and a half years as a METS 

Ruff worked in the Box 
Elder schools for 20 years, 

17 as a Montana GEAR 
UP liaison. 
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Follow METS and Montana GEAR UP 

on Social Media! 

@mt_educational_talent_search @montanagearup 

@mteducationaltalentsearch @montanagearup 

@ETS_MUS @montanagearup 

Montana Educational Talent Search Montana Gear Up 


